
SCRATCHBOARD WORKSHOP WITH LORI DUNN                                 

SYNOPSIS 

In this course you will learn the basics of scratchboard art and more from Master scratchboard artist Lori Dunn! 
We will discuss the history of the medium and what kind of art you can produce with scratchboard techniques. 
Lori will guide you through the process from gathering photo references to transferring a drawing and beyond. 
You will work on a small project from the beginning and finish with a small, but very unique piece of art as the 
result of your accomplishment! 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Introduction  

 history of the medium 

 how scratchboards are made and the properties of the materials 

 What style of art can be produced, including the use of color 

Methodology 

 tools and techniques for rendering different textures and values 

 how to transfer a drawing onto the surface and the rules of good composition and placement 

 using good photo references and how to manipulate photos/drawings to create better artworks 

 how to properly use an x-acto knife or surgical knife 

 how to care for the artwork upon completion 

Techniques/Study 

 students try various tools on scrap boards with guided assistance 

 students attempt value scales using different tools and technique 

 students are given handouts with important information, useful online resource links  

 students urged to practice techniques at home prior to next class 

Process 

 students discuss the best way to approach the project using tools and techniques learned 

 students transfer their drawing onto the board supplied, using rules of good composition and placement 

 students begin scratching process via direct observation with photo reference and techniques learned 

 instructor available to help and answer questions as process continues 

Challenges 

 Overscratching 

 how to fix mistakes and maintain tool sharpness 

 lighting and eye strain 

 working flat vs. vertical 

Critique 

 Instructor offers helpful and constructive critique of each students work and ways to improve 

 


